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A Novel Unit for:

Devil’s Bridge 

  -Written by Cynthia DeFelice
A brief summary of the novel is included below.

It has been broken down into small sections for easy student reading.
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Chapters 5&6 – Pages 37-48


Ben accidentally discovers two men trying to cheat in order to win the Derby.  He tells Jeff and they decide to finish fishing, then tell the authorities.


Ben knows one of the cheaters – his name is Freddy.


The other cheater Ben does not know – he calls him “the big man”.





Chapters 7&8 – Pages 49-61


Ben and Jeff end their first night of fishing.  They go the fishing headquarters and tell the authorities about the plan that Freddy has.  The authorities are worried that they can do nothing without more evidence.  Ben and his mom get into a big fight.  Ben accuses his mom of forgetting about his father.








Chapters 9&10 – Pages 62-71


Ben sneaks out of his house without permission.  He goes to the marina to find Freddy.  Instead he finds Freddy’s friend –“the big man”.  The big man chases Ben and Ben narrowly escapes.  











Chapters 11&12 – Pages 72-82


Ben escapes from the “big man”.  He tells his whole story to one of the Derby judges.  Ben’s mom picks him up.  Ben and his mom have a big heart to heart discussion about what has been going on.  They agree to try working more together. 

















Chapters 13&14 – Pages 83-95


Ben ends up finishing the Derby.  He catches a big, beautiful striper, and releases it.  Barry ends up catching Freddy and “the big man”.  The story ends with Ben gaining a deeper understanding of himself, his father, and Barry.
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Chapters 1&2 – Pages 11-25


We meet the main character named Ben Daggett.  We learn that his father has recently died in a fishing accident.  Ben wants to enter the Fishing Derby Contest.  There is some apparent conflict between Ben  and his mom’s boyfriend – Barry Lester. 











Chapters 3&4 – Pages 26-36


Ben starts to prepare for the Striped Bass Derby.  He reflects back on some of the fishing regulations that have helped save the striped bass population.  Ben goes fishing with his best friend, Jeff, on the first night of the fishing derby.

















