Tornado by Betsy Byars

Text Chunking Summaries and Discussion Questions

Chapters
Pages
Summary
Discussion Questions

1
1-5
The novel begins as a tornado approaches.  Pete, the farm hand gathers up the family and secures them in the storm cellar.  Mother is worried about father being left behind in the fields.  Pete attempts to relax the family by telling stories about his childhood.


How do you think the family felt as they raced for the storm cellar? When they realized Daddy was missing?

Why does Pete begin telling stories?



2
6-12
During this chapter Pete flashes back to the time a tornado blew a dog and dog house into his yard.  Of course the dog is called Tornado.


How do you think Pete felt when Tornado blew into his yard?

Have you ever found anything?  Did you get to keep it?

3
13-20
Pete remembers a time he and his little brother were playing cards.  Sam quits the card game and Tornado decides to play!  Tornado repeatedly chooses the three of hearts to Pete’s amazement
How does the book jump in and out of the past in this chapter?

How does Pete’s story make you feel?  Is the storm still on your mind?

4
21-27
This flashback tells of the time when Pete’s sister is caring for a friend’s turtle.  Tornado hides the turtle in his mouth.  Pete tries to convince Emma Lou that Tornado was just keeping the turtle safe!


How do you think Emma Lou felt when she realized the turtle was gone? Pete?

How does Pete stand-up for Tornado?

5
28-34
Five-Thirty is the family cat.  The chapter tells of Tornado and Five-Thirty’s relationship.  


Describe the scene outside the storm cellar.

Why is Tornado upset that Five-Thirty was in his hole?  Have you ever felt this way?

6
35-41
Because the storm has not quite ended, Pete begins his last Tornado story.  Tornado ventures to town with Pete and his father.  Another family recognizes him as “Buddy.”


How does Pete feel about Tornado actually being Buddy? How can you tell?

How would you feel? Why?

7
42-49
Pete wraps up his story telling, and Daddy returns from the fields.  Everything ends fine!


Describe how the story comes back to the future?

How did Pete’s stories help everyone get through?

