Toliver’s Secret by Esther Wood Brady

Text Chunking Summaries and Discussion Questions

Chapters
Pages
Summary
Discussion Questions (same as TR 1)
Follow-up

1 – 2
3–31
These chapters introduce the main character (10 year old Ellen) and two minor characters (Ellen’s grandfather, Mr. Van Horn, and mother, Abby).  Ellen is established as timid and scared of just about everything.
1. What are the elements of historical fiction?

2. What techniques has the author used to establish Ellen’s character?

3. What do good readers do when they read historical fiction?  (Strategy focus: *activate prior knowledge * make predictions  *preview the text)

4. Is Ellen like you in any way?  Why or why not?
Journal Entry 1 (TM 2) 

Establishing character (Ellen)



3 – 4
32–54
Ellen overcomes her fearful nature and agrees to deliver a secret message hidden inside a loaf of bread to General Washington on behalf of her injured grandfather.
1. What strategies did you use during reading to help with comprehension?  (Strategy focus: *retell/revise predictions  *check for understanding by questioning) 

2. How does Grandfather feel about Ellen’s decision to help?  How does Mother feel?  How does Ellen feel? How do you know (justify)?

3. How would you feel if you were in Ellen’s situation?

4. What does Ellen’s decision to help Grandfather reveal about her?
Journal Entry 2  (TM 5)  

Connecting text to self

5 – 6
55–79
Ellen encounters numerous difficulties as she sets out on her journey to deliver Grandfather’s secret message.  She becomes more courageous and confident as she successfully deals with each difficulty.
1. What strategies did you use during reading to help with comprehension?  (Strategy focus:  *retell/revise predictions  *check for understanding by questioning) Was your prediction right? Did you revise it as you read?

2. What are some of the difficulties Ellen encounters as she sets out on her journey to deliver Grandfather’s secret message?  How does she react to these difficulties?  How does the author reveal that Ellen is changing?  Give examples from the text.

3. What would it be like to walk in Ellen’s shoes?
Journal Entry 3  (TM 6) 

 Drawing Conclusions/Paraphrasing 



7 – 8
80–106
Ellen crosses the river against her will with a group of British soldiers.  She erroneously lands in Amboy, about 10  miles from her true destination of Elizabeth-town. 
1. What is the British soldier Higgins like?  What is Dow like?  Are Higgins and Dow more alike or different?  Does Ellen despise all British soldiers?  Justify your answers with examples from the text.

2. Re-read the description of the old man Ellen meets in Amboy who tells her how to get to Elizabeth-town (last paragraph pg. 96 to top of 98).  Does the illustration on pg. 100 reflect the author’s description of this man?  What word choices does the author use to help you paint a picture in your mind of this character? (Strategy focus: imagery)

3. Objective: What techniques has the author used to help you develop a deeper understanding of characters?


Journal Entry  4  (TM 7 & 4)

 Compare and contrast (Higgins and Dow)

9 – 10
107-134
Ellen sets out to walk the 10 miles to Elizabeth-town.  She accepts a ride from a man on horseback who takes her to his house (½ mile from her destination).  She must escape from the man’s wife who wants to prevent her from travelling the rest of the distance at night.   
1. Orally read the description of the woods through which Ellen must pass (paragraph 3 pg. 110 through pg. 112).  What is the forest like?  How does Ellen’s perception of the forest change as she travels through it?  How does Ellen change? How does the choice of this setting contribute to the development of Ellen’s character?

2. Consider the different points of view about travelling on to Elizabeth-town at night (pgs. 126 through 130).  How does Mrs. Murdock feel about it? Why does she feel this way?  How does Ellen feel about it? Why does she feel this way?
Journal Entry 5  (TM 8)

Illustrate setting

11 – 13
135-166
Ellen finally reaches Elizabeth-town, locates Grandfather’s friends, delivers the secret message, and returns home.
1. What key ideas (theme) is the author is trying to express in Toliver’s Secret?  What evidence do you have to support this opinion?

2. What did Ellen learn about herself?  How did she change during her adventure?  How will she be able to use this self-knowledge in the future?

3. What would it have been like to walk in Ellen’s shoes?  Would you have done anything differently?  Would you have been afraid?  What would it have been like to pretend you were a boy (girl)? 

4. Has this author helped you experience the past?  Explain. 


Journal Entry 6   (TM 9)

Word Picture of Ellen (end of story)

