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The Bravest Dog Ever: The True Story of Balto by Natalie Standiford

Novel chunks, brief summaries and discussion questions.

Section 1 pages 4- 16

The reader is introduced to the sled dog Balto and learns about the terrible disease in Nome, Alaska.

For discussion:

· Do you think that Balto likes his life and his job?

· How do you think the people of Nome felt when the children got sick?

· Why did the townspeople have a meeting?

· What do think the people will do to get the medicine? 

· Is the setting important to what is happening in the story?

Section 2 pages 17- 29

The people decide to use a relay of sled dog teams to bring the medicine to Nome. The weather gets bad but the teams continue. Balto’s team has the second to last section.

Discussion questions:

· How are the people going to get the medicine?

· What will happen if they don’t get the medicine in time? 

· How is the weather effecting the dog teams?

· How do think Gunnar and Balto are feeling as they wait for their turn to go?

Section 3 pages 30 –39

Balto and his team must travel through the blizzard towards Nome. They have problems with snowdrifts, crossing the river and blizzard conditions. Gunnar must trust Balto to lead them the right way.

Discussion questions:

· How do think that Balto knew about the river?

· Why do you think Gunnar trusts Balto so much?

· Do think that Balto and Gunnar are afraid?

· How would you describe Balto? Gunnar?

· Will the team get to the next stop safely?

· As a reader, how did you make that decision?

Section 4 pages 40- 48

The next team is not waiting at Safety Point, so Gunnar and his team go on. They arrive in Nome in the morning after having run for 20 hours. The doctor was surprised to get the medicine after only 51/2 days and the people were saved. Balto was called a hero for bringing the medicine safely into Nome.

Discussion questions:

· Why did Gunnar decide to continue past Safety Point?

· Why was the doctor surprised to see them?

· Why did Gunnar say that Balto was the hero and not himself?

