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Skylark by Patricia MacLachlan

Text Chunking Summaries and Discussion Questions

These chunks are presented as just one suggestion.  Chunk the book any way you choose.  Questions can be used orally or as written stances.

	Chapters
	Pages
	Summary
	Discussion /Stance Questions

	1 – 2 
	3 – 13 
	Family is celebrating Papa & Sarah’s wedding.  Signs of drought are evident, and characters discuss the possibility of having to leave their land.  Anna has again started to worry that Sarah will return to Maine
	What helps you to be a good reader?

How do authors help us to know characters in their writing?

Revise your predictions based on the chapters that you have just read.



	3 – 5 
	14 – 29 
	The drought worsens and families begin to flee.  Seal is due to have kittens and a calf is born.  Letters from relatives in Maine mention almost daily rainfall, intensifying Anna’s fears that Sarah will leave the family.  The Witting family discusses ways to conserve water.  At the end of the chapter another family packs up and leaves town when their well dries up.


	What if it doesn’t rain? 

Describe a time when your family worked together to solve a problem?

Why do you think Sarah didn’t want to read her letter out loud?

Choose a character from the story and list at least one character trait of the character.  Use text support to justify your answer.

	6 – 7 
	30 – 42 
	Drought conditions worsen.  As the family returns from town, there is a small fire that they are able to put out.  The river is nearly dry, and Matthew and Maggie, the Wittings’ closest friends, are planning to leave. Sarah is angry and bitter toward the land (see dialogue on pages 39 – 40).    


	How do authors make writing come alive?  Cite an example.

Why do people choose to live where they do? 

What strategies are helpful when reading historical fiction?

Describe a time when someone close to you moved away. 



	8 – 9 
	43 – 56 
	Sarah is upset and becomes ill. Matthew and Maggie come to the Wittings’ house to celebrate Sarah’s birthday.  Matthew and Maggie well runs dry and they leave.   Fire burns down the barn.  The children will go to Maine with Sarah, leaving Papa to stay at the farm.


	What techniques has the author used to keep our attention so far?

Reread pages 52 – 54, where the barn burned down.  Identify ways that Patricia MacLachlan made this writing come alive.

How did the weather affect the Wittings?  How does weather affect your family?



	10 – 11 
	57 - 70
	Children travel to Maine by train and meet Sarah’s family.  The children get to see the sea for the first time.  Children read letters from Papa.  Sarah does not feel well and sleeps often
	Describe the emotions you feel when reading this story.  How does the author allow you to experience these feelings?

What are some ways to remember a person when you are apart?

After you have finished the chapter, predict what will happen to the family next.



	12 – 13 
	71 - 79
	It began to rain in Maine, the children ran out to play.  Again, children read more letters from Papa.  The children fear that they may not see Papa again.  


	Why did Anna decide not to tell Papa about the rain in her letter?

Tell about a song that someone in your family sings/used to sing to you.

Why do people have bad dreams?

Discuss self-to-text connections



	14 – 15 
	80 – 87 
	Papa arrives in Maine, surprising everyone.  The drought had ended.  Papa and Sarah announce that Sarah is expecting a baby.  The family returns to Kansas.  


	What will happen to the Witting family in the future?

Choose a character that reminds you of someone you know or have read about.  Explain your choice.
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