
You just found out that you are going to have to move to another part of the country.  You will have to leave your home, your school, and, worst of all, your friends.  But…



That’s right, you still have your family.  We have read about how important family is to the Wittings.  You have each written about the importance of your family.  


Now, you are going to find out about the families of other students, create graphs, research new places for you and your family to live, and write about a “perfect place” to live.


So let’s get ready to have some fun.  Just turn the page and

A.  Taking a family survey.  You are interested in finding out about the families of your classmates.  To do this, you will need to create a survey.  Once you have created the survey, you can ask the class to respond.  You will create a tally chart to record your data.




What do I want to find out?




You will have five minutes to brainstorm ideas for a family survey with your group.  Be sure to follow rules for group work.  List your ideas below.

	Questions for the class survey on family

	


Circle your selection.  Use the space below to create a tally chart to record your data.

B.  Creating a bar graph.  You will now use the data that you collected from the survey to create a graph.  You will be using the program Graphers to make your graph.  Use the “Making a Bar Graph” help sheet if you need help.  Remember to ask your teacher to look over the graph BEFORE you print it!


C.  Choosing a place to live.  As you know, you are moving to another place in the United States.  The Wittings lived in Kansas and moved to Maine for a short period of time.  Use the website http://www.ipl.org/youth/stateknow/ to research information about one of the 50 states.  Your teacher has the site book marked for you in your folder.  You will cut and paste information from the website into a word processing document (use the template named state_notes to paste the information).  

My family and I will move to 








What did you find out about your state that would make a person want to live there? 






























































































































D.  Weather.  The Wittings had to leave Kansas because of the drought conditions.  The weather affects us no matter where we live.   Using the internet, we can check out the weather forecast for any city in the United States for the next 10 days.  Then, you will check the 10-day forecast for Pasadena.  You will use the site http://www.weather.com to check out the weather in the state you chose.  The site is book marked in your folder and is named weather.  Use the information from the website to complete the weather chart on the next page.


When you enter the site, you will need to:

· Type the name of the capital city from your state at the top of the page where it says “Enter City or US Zip”
· Once the new page loads, scroll down to the 10-Day Forecast.  Copy the information into the chart on the next page.  

· Scroll back to the top of the page.

· Type Pasadena, MD at the top of the page where it says “Enter City or US Zip”
· Once the new page loads, scroll down to the 10-Day Forecast.  Copy the information into the chart on the next page.  

Please remember to ask for help BEFORE you begin to click links.  Your teacher will be able to help you, but you need to be patient.

E.  Weather Chart.   Complete the chart below using data from the weather.com website.
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   Low

     Conditions in
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        Your City

	Date
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	Your City
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How is the weather in your city different from the weather in Pasadena? (Use the information from the chart in your answer)
F.  Planning the Trip.  Now that you have researched a state and checked out the weather, you will plan the trip.  You will figure out the how many miles you will need to travel.  Also, you will determine the cost of the trip for you and your family.  You will need some information before you can begin to travel.

How many people from your family will be taking the trip? (Don’t forget to count yourself) 
· Travel isn’t free.  It will cost each person in your family $0.10 for every mile that is traveled.   Keep this figure in mind when you are figuring out the cost of the trip.


Use the website http://www.freetrip.com/  to figure out the mileage from Pasadena, MD to your state.  The site is book marked in your folder and is named “mileage”

The distance from Pasadena, MD to  



 is 


 miles.


Use your calculator to determine how much it will cost just for YOU to travel.  (It costs $0.10 for each mile you travel).  

It will cost 



 for me to travel.

Now that you know how much it will cost for you to travel, figure out the total cost for you and your family to travel to your new home.

It will cost 



 for my whole family to travel.

G.  Sharing.  You will now get to share the information about your state with a group of your classmates.  Share anything that makes your state special.  You will have 10 minutes with your group to share.  

As your classmates are sharing, think about this question:

Is there a perfect place to live?  
After your group has finished sharing, answer the question in the space below.

GO





THINK





Locate the following information:


High temperature


Low temperature


Conditions (ex.  Sunny, partly cloudy)
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