Perloo, the Bold, by Avi

Vocabulary and Discussion Questions for Each Section

Section (Chapters)
Vocabulary 
Discussion Questions

1 (1-3)
Chapter 1

reluctantly, deceit, vigorous, helter-skelter 

Chapter 2 

cascading, sentries 

Chapter 3

subterranean, array, effusions, conferred, insinuated, deftly
1) What do good readers do when they read?

2) What strategy did you use while you read this section?

3) List two adjectives to describe each of these characters: Perloo, Lucabara, Jolaine, Berwig

4) Why do you think Jolaine wants to see Perloo before she dies?

2 (4-7)
Chapter 4 

decrepit, contempt, successor

Chapter 5

recollected, mused, precedents

Chapter 7

dumbfounded, proclamation


1) Mogwat has been mentioned several times thus far in the    

story. What is the importance of this character?

2) Reread the last two paragraphs of chapter six and illustrate  

     Granter Jolaine’s room.

3) Of the characters introduced so far, whom do you feel should 

     be the next granter? Why?

3 (8-10)
Chapter 8

bellowed, absolutist, offensive, earnest, birthright, conspire, schemed

Chapter 9 

denounced, stealthily, homage, cowed

 Chapter 10

suppressed, murmured
1) How did Berwig manage to get everyone in the Montmer burrow to search for Perloo and Lucabara?

2) Perloo often uses phrases such as  “Oh, bird’s teeth!” or “Oh, dry dust!” Describe how he feels when he says such a phrase. Also, tell what you might say when you find yourself in a situation that makes you feel like Perloo.

3) Think of Berwig’s character traits. Think of a character from another story and explain how this character shares some of Berwig’s qualities.

4 (11-14)
Chapter 11

savory, stout, pike, transition

Chapter 12

infirmities, skepticism, famine, contemptuous

Chapter 13 

jeopardize, wearily, excruciating, compelled

Chapter 14

crevice, stalactites, unobstructed, jerkins, reverberated


1) Why didn’t Fergink turn in Lucabara and Perloo?

2) Do you think Jolaine made the right choice to proclaim 

     Perloo as the new granter? Explain.

3) In chapter thirteen, Lucabara told Perloo that Felbarts were cowards. Does she still feel this way at the end of chapter fourteen? Explain.



5 (15-17)
Chapter 15

aloft, provocative, renditions

Chapter 16 

contemplating, assembling

Chapter 17

decrepit, momentous, immense, submission
1) We are half way through the novel. How well do you think you understand it so far? What can be done to improve your understanding of the novel? If you think you have a perfect understanding of the novel, what reading strategies are you using to make such a perfect understanding possible?

2) In chapter fifteen, Perloo asks to speak privately with Weyanto. What does Weyanto mean when he tells Perloo, “That’s the easy truth.”?

3) How are Berwig and Senyous the same? How are they different? Explain.

6 (18-21)
Chapter 18

detest, disdain, solitary, dispel, deceitful, treacherous

Chapter 19

intent, pertaining

Chapter 20

abased, unison, restrain, repel, denounces

Chapter 21

flee, threshold


1) The author uses descriptive language to influence the reader’s impression of Gumpel’s physical appearance. Cite an example of this language and illustrate it.

2) How do Berwig and Perloo feel about each other?  Are they on the same side? Explain.

3) Earlier in the novel, Perloo promised Weyanto that he would not try to run away again. Did he keep his promise? Explain.

7 (22-24)
Chapter 22

vexation, exile, profound, panorama, resolute, doleful, recounted

Chapter 23

indignation, pompous, flabbergasted, rubbish

Chapter 24

disparaging, disheveled, flanked
1) Why do the characters in jail not have a problem with 

     Lucabara’s story of Jolaine’s death? 

2) How long has it been since Lucabara was sent to bring Perloo to Jolaine?

3) When you come to a word with which you are unfamiliar, 

     what do you normally do? Provide an 

     example and explain.

4) If you were packmaster Weyanto, how would you feel about Perloo?



8 (25-28)
Chapter 25

mockery, somberly, conferring

Chapter 26

impenetrable, fuming

Chapter 27

futile, melancholy, furtively, notion, incompetent, fortifications

Chapter 28

erected, contentedly


1) Berwig has a surprise for Senyous. What is it?

2) Which is more fun to play with, light, powdery snow or heavier, more packable snow? Provide a few examples in your explanation.

3) Write a brief paragraph to tell what you know about the “challenge.”



9 (29-31)
Chapter 29

depose 
Chapter 30

ramparts, ominous, resplendent, mica, abruptly,

brandishing, manipulate,

hapless

Chapter 31

dank, bustle, wily,

disobedience, bewilderment
1) Why do you suppose that many Montmers do not think that waging war is a good idea?

2) Would Berwig get to act as granter if it wasn’t for Senyous’ help? Explain.

3) How does Berwig want the challenge to end?

4) Review the cover of the book. Whom do you think will win the challenge – Perloo or Senyous? Why?



10 (32-34 and Sayings of Mogwat the Magpie)
Chapter 32

wiry, contorted, flaunt, complex, wrath, feint, vanity, skewer, crude, prostrate, supplication, abdication

Chapter 34

amiably, intoned, abdicate, flints
1) Imagine that a famous movie producer wanted to make 

     Perloo, the Bold into a movie and you 

     were an actor who  could play any part 

     you wanted. Which part would you 

     play? Why? 

2) What would be your favorite scene?

3) Select an envelope. Enclosed in the envelope are two of Mogwat’s sayings. (A complete list of the sayings can be found on the pages after chapter 34.)  Paraphrase the two sayings in the envelope and one other saying of your choice from the list. Be ready to share your paraphrases with the entire class.
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