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This novel has been divided into sections. Each section includes three to four chapters. Summaries of the sections follow.

Section 1 (Chapters 1-3)

Perloo, a Montmer bookworm with a great knowledge of history who is happy living in seclusion, is summoned by Lucabara to see Jolaine the Granter – peaceful and kind dictator of the Montmer tribe- to see her at once.  It is the dead of winter and Perloo hesitates to go. Perloo agrees though, after Lucabara tells him that Jolaine is very ill. Jolaine wishes to share some final words with Perloo before she dies. 

Berwig the Big, Jolaine’s only cub, stands next in line to become dictator. He has a reputation for being a power hungry successor who wishes to build up the Montmer army. Upon reaching the Montmer burrow, they eventually meet up with Berwig , who has his suspicions as to why his mother would want to visit with Perloo. Berwig forcibly separates Perloo from Lucabara and leads him away. Lucabara is kept from joining Perloo by armed guards and Senyous the Sly, advisor to Berwig.

Section 2 (Chapters 4-7)


Berwig leads Perloo to Jolaine’s private chambers, while badmouthing his mother’s performance as Granter along the way. He also interrogates Perloo, asking him what he knows Jolaine’s successor. Becoming frustrated with Perloo’s answers, Berwig sends him to wait in a cell. It is then that Perloo realizes that Jolaine does not intend for Berwig to become the next Granter.


Lucabara finds Perloo and helps him escape. She then leads him to the private chambers of Jolaine the Granter. Jolaine discusses with Perloo her plans for who was to become the next Granter. Berwig would not follow her as Granter, as she feels that he wishes to wage war with the Felbart tribe that lives not so far away. It is her wish that Perloo become Granter, as he is more knowledgeable of Montmer and Felbart history than anyone else in the burrow. Berwig finds them and pounds on the door. Perloo, though he was chosen, does not really want the grantership. 

Section 3 (Chapters 8-10)


Jolaine signs the proclamation that names Perloo as her successor just as Berwig and his guards burst open the door. As Jolaine dies, Berwig and Lucabara struggle over the proclamation and it tears in half with each of them holding half of it. Perloo and Lucabara run to find shelter as Berwig ordered the burrow to be sealed so that an extensive search can be performed. Berwig announces to all Montmers that he is now the new Granter. With the search continuing, Berwig agrees to allow Senyous serve as first assistant to the Granter.

Section 4 (Chapters 11-14)


A friend of Lucabara’s allows them to hide in the kitchen, even though Berwig has spread word throughout the burrow that Perloo murdered his mother. A reward is issued for Perloo’s capture. Lucabara suggests that they hide up the mountain in the Felbart burrow.


There they meet twenty Felbart warriors. 

Section 5 (Chapters 15-17)

Perloo and Lucabara meet Packmaster Weyanto, leader of the Felbarts. Their arms and legs are bound with rope. Perloo then tells Weyanto the adventure that led him to become Granter and then escape up the mountain. 

Weyanto has Perloo’s legs unbound and leads him off to another area, where they can talk privately. Perloo sees that the Felbarts are preparing for war. Weyanto tells him why by showing Perloo a declaration of war, sent by Berwig.

Meanwhile, Senyous works on a forged proclamation that would prove to all Montmers that Berwig is the new Granter.

Section 6 (Chapters 18-21)


Berwig names Gumpel, the most detestable Montmer he could think of, as acting-Granter while he is away at war with the Felbarts. At the same time, Berwig is tiring of Senyous and his advice. Some of the Montmers begin to question the authenticity of the proclamation.


Perloo and Lucabara, holed up in a Felbart cell, decide to escape, even though Perloo had promised Weyanto that he would do no such thing. They break out of the cell and eventually reach a door at the end of one of the tunnels. As guards are quickly approaching, Lucabara jumps to freedom. Perloo does not. He kept his word.
Section 7 (Chapters 22-24)


Lucabara sneaks back inside the Montmer burrow, gathering a few trustworthy Montmers to tell them the truth about everything that has taken place. Meanwhile, Berwig announces that he and Senyous would lead the Montmer army up the Mountain.


A few Montmer guards searched each room in the burrow looking for conspirators. Lucabara was found and imprisoned in a Montmer cell. There he saw some familiar faces.

Section 8 (Chapters 25-28)


The Montmer army approaches. The Felbarts and Montmers will soon face the “challenge,” a traditional war act. The winner of the challenge wins the war.

Section 9 (Chapters 29-31)


The Montmer prisoners, with the army away, were able to escape their cells. At the challenge site, each side chose a challenger. Perloo would fight for Felbarts, Senyous for the Montmers. 


 At last, back at the Great Montmer Hall, the truth is discovered. Perloo really is the Granter.

Section 10 (Chapters 32-34)


Miraculously, Perloo wins the challenge. Berwig and Senyous go off in exile, and the Felbarts praise Perloo as Granter. The Montmers return to their burrow. 


Still, Perloo does not wish to be granter, so he abolishes the position of Granter. All Montmers will help determine the future of the tribe. “The hall erupted with joy.” 

Perloo went home and read.
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