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· Activate prior knowledge and make predictions by reading articles from the actual event the book is based upon.
· Use context and word 

analysis clues.

· Check for understanding 

by retelling or summarizing and by identifying the main story elements.

· Set a purpose for reading.
· Infer character traits, 

attitudes, feelings and motives
· Use context and word 

analysis clues

· Evaluate text for 

elements of  realistic fiction


· Select method to 

organize information when writing  a descriptive paragraph 

· Include a main idea and

 significant details in a descriptive paragraph
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· Teacher will read aloud the article

 printed on the first page of the book.  

· Brainstorm ways they could find

 Out more information about the real “Night of the Twisters.”  View:

www.theindependent.com/twisters  

· Show pictures and read articles 

Aloud to give background information.
· Partner read pages 3-26 “As

 told by Dan Hatch”, “Five O’clock,”  “Six O’clock”

· Refer to discussion questions

· Introduce story elements chart.

· Model writing a summary.

· Writers Express Pages 216-219
TM3 , TM4 

· Complete and discuss a 

character  trait web for Dan and Arthur. Discuss the words Ivy Ruckman uses to “paint a picture” of each character’s personality.”
· Set purpose for reading- to look at the authors use of descriptive language 

· Read pages 27-60  “Seven 

O’clock,” “Eight o’clock,” “Nine O’clock”

· Refer to the discussion 

questions and chunking summaries 
· Teacher models effective 

reading strategies using (think aloud) Read pages 61-85 “The Next Hour or So” to the students.

· Refer to the discussion

 questions and chunking summaries.

· Complete TAPF with group.


[image: image3.wmf]
TM1 

Feelings web

· Students will write all of the

 feeling words they felt when they saw the pictures and read the articles about the actual “Night of the Twisters.” 
TM2 

· Complete story elements chart 

and write a summary of pages 3-26.
TM5

· Using the character trait web as

 a guide, compare and contrast the personalities of Dan and Arthur.

· What words does Ivy Ruckman 

use to describe each of the character personalities?
TM6 

· Identify the descriptive 

language.

· Use hot spots
TM7 

· Writing Prompt
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Expand vocabulary by using knowledge of word parts such as prefix, suffixes, and roots to determine the meaning of words. 

 Hot spotting unknown vocabulary.

Self-selection of related readings from classroom library. 

Read Aloud- Tornado
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Use the internet to gain background knowledge about tornadoes.

Student Writing Center or Microsoft Word for word processing documents.

Multimedia presentation using software such as Power Point or Kid Pix

Weekly Planning
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· Understand patterns by 

making connections and inferences among several selections


· Evaluate text for elements of realistic fiction.

· Identify techniques used by authors to create a style.
· Write to inform and include a 

main idea and significant details.

· Create a clear picture of person,

place, thing or idea when writing a descriptive paragraph.
· Write to inform and include a 

main idea and significant details.

· Create a clear picture of person,

place, thing or idea when writing a descriptive paragraph.
· Speak to entertain, determine

 the audience and speak clearly with the appropriate volume to the setting,
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· Students read pages 86-111

 “Later On,” “Eleven O’clock”

· Refer to discussion 

Questions.  Identify the problem and solution thus far.
· Partner read pages 112-142

 “Midnight” & “Early Morning”

· Refer to discussion questions.
· Read and discuss “Modeling 

the Masters” in Writers Express pages 96-97.  Discuss how the students can use Ivy Ruckman’s descriptive writing as a model for their writing. 
· Teacher will read aloud pages 

143-153 “As Remembered One Year Later.”

· Refer to discussion questions.
· Teacher  will model the 

appropriate way to speak during a newscast and students will create a scoring rubric as a group.

· Students will present newscasts 

to the class.  Teacher will videotape newscast for authenticity.
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TM 8 

· Steps to Safety- Finding the 

problem and solution in  the story.
TM 9 

· Tape a nightly news program.

Children will watch the newscast-  and look for specific elements.
TM10

· Create a newscast. 

· Begin making slides to use as 

background in presentation.
· Create a newscast. 

· Make slides to use as 

background in presentation.

Revise and edit presentation.
· Practice newscast in-groups.
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Expand vocabulary by using knowledge of word parts such as prefix, suffixes, and roots to determine the meaning of words.  

Hot spotting unknown vocabulary.

Self-selection of related readings from classroom library.
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Students will create a Multimedia presentation of a newscast describing “witness” accounts of a major tornado.
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