Night of the Twisters by Ivy Ruckman
Text Chunking Summaries and Discussion Questions

	Chapters
	Pages
	Activity
	Discussion Questions

	Newspaper article 
	2
	ACTIVITY- Look up The Independent Newspaper and view the actual photos from the town, read articles about what happened in the actual “Night of the Twisters”

	Newspaper article from 1st page.  The day after account of the events that prompted this story.

Is this a real article?

How do we know?

Brainstorm ways we can find more information about the actual “Night of the Twisters.”

	“As Told by Dan Hatch”

“Five  O’clock”

“Six O’clock”
	3-5

7-16

17-26
	ACTIVITY- Compare and contrast Dan and Arthur
	Do you think it is a good thing or a bad thing to be informed when something bad is about to happen?  Why or why not?

How did the birth of Ryan affect Dan’s life?  Tell about an event that happened in your life that has really affected you.

	“Seven O’clock

“Eight O’clock”

“Nine O’clock”
	27-37

36-50

51-60
	ACTIVITY- Identify descriptive language using hot spots
	When signs of bad storm starts popping up Dan is worried but Arthur isn’t- If you were there would you have acted like Dan or Arthur?  Why?

What fears did Dan and Arthur have immediately after the Tornado hit?  What word did the author use to tell us that they were afraid?

	“The Next Hour or So”


	61-85


	ACTIVITY- Writing Prompt- Student Writing Center
	What are the five most important needs of Dan, Ryan, and Arthur after the tornado strikes?

	“Later On” 

“ElevenO’clock”
	86-100

101-111
	ACTIVITY- Steps to safety. Problem Solving- Problem/Solution
	When the second tornado hits Dan must drive the police cruiser to headquarters.  Is Dan a hero?  Why or why not?



	“Midnight”

“Early Morning”
	112-130

131-142
	ACTIVITY- Writing a newscast. Using figurative language.
	When Dan catches up with his father, Mr. Hatch tells him that Mrs. Smiley compared Dan, Arthur, and Stacey to sly foxes.  What animal would you compare yourself to?  Why?



	“ As Remembered

One Year Later”
	143-153
	ACTIVITY- Presenting a newscast using figurative language.
	Explain what you think Dan meant when he said that Mrs. Smiley “her heart was too big to be housed in such and insignificant body.”  What do you think Dan learned from his ordeal?  Why is this an important lesson?


