Language Arts Novel Unit

	Novel Title: Night of the Twisters 
	Author: Ivy Ruckman                    


Marking Period:

Unit Length:


Prerequisite(s):


Enduring Understanding(s):








      


                      
 










Curricular Connections:

Essential/Key Questions:



















Evidence of Learning: 

Instructional Resources:











Technology Indicator(s):





SEE “LINKS” ON LAST PAGE





Writers Express


Read -aloud

















Grade 5





1





2 weeks





Introduction to Realistic Fiction 


Background knowledge about tornadoes.  “See links” page for on-line resources.


Power Point


Hot Spots





We can explore the world through the experiences and senses of others.





Science – Weather / Social Studies- Maps





 Reading Strategies:  


*What strategies are most helpful for reading realistic fiction?


Comprehension:  


*How does the author make the writing come alive?


*What techniques do authors use to keep our attention?


*How do authors make plots exciting and settings vivid?


Writing: 


*What techniques can we use to make our writing interesting and clear to our readers?


*How do language choices affect our readers?


*How do we decide when to change out words to improve our writing?





Formative Assessments:





Students will demonstrate evidence of learning through group discussions with the teacher.








Summative Assessments:





Students will write and perform a newscast using the descriptive literary elements they have learned about from “Night of the Twisters”





Demonstrate the ability to evaluate and select electronic sources to gather, analyze, and 


interpret information.





Demonstrate the ability to work independently and cooperatively using technology to 


communicate ideas that inform, influence others or express personal ideas through words, graphics, and multimedia.
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