A Thief on Morgan’s PlantationText 

Chunking Summaries and Discussion Questions

Chapters
Pages
Summary
Discussion Questions

1-3
1-23
The novel begins with Constance traveling to her uncle’s plantation. She has never met her uncle or his family. She is apprehension about her new surrounding and meeting her new family. She meets her uncle, aunt, and three cousins.
What do good readers do when they read?

What helps you to be a good reader?

How do authors help us to know characters in their writing?

How is Constance’s apprehension similar to the way you would react to a new experience?



4
24-28
Constance and Toby visit Hattie in the kitchen. Hattie is cleaning father’s watch. The children admire the watch. Mr. Wiley, traveling salesman is also admiring the watch.

Suddenly, the watch is missing.
What makes something valuable?

What makes father’s watch so desirable?

Describe something that you would consider valuable to you.

5-6
29-44
The search for the watch begins. Each child has an idea of which the thief might be. Constance and Toby travel to Baltimore in search of Mr. Wiley.  Constance gets caught up in a political rally. She is rescued by Wood.
Why would someone steal Father’s watch?

Why does Melanie suspect that Ezra is the thief?

Are crowd’s behaviors acceptable or appropriate?

Why is the rally an inappropriate place for Constance to be? 

What techniques has the author used to keep our attention so far?

7
45-51
Money is found in the pocket of the Ezra. Father announces that he intends to sell Hattie and Ezra because he no longer trusts his slave, Ezra.
How would you find a missing object?

Do you think that Ezra stole the money? Explain

Do you agree with the author’s decision to sell Hattie? Explain

8
52-60
Constance returns to Baltimore. She hopes to find Father’s watch in a local pawn shop. She discovers Toby in the shop.


What evidence does Constance have that the watch is in shop?

Is it good for Constance to travel to Baltimore given the times?

What techniques has the author used to keep our attention so far?

9-10
62-76
Toby confesses that he stole the watch. His goal was to get money to assist the slave family escape. Constance convinces him that they need to return in order to save Hattie and Ezra from being sold.  Wood joins the Confederate Army and leaves. Toby tells Father that he is the one that stole the watch. Constance and Melanie begin to form a friendship.
How has Constance relationship with the family changed?

Are these changes good or bad?

Did the author choose the correct character to be the thief?








