Lily’s Crossing by Patricia Reilly Giff

Text Chunking Summaries and Discussion Questions

Chapters
Pages
Vocabulary
Summary
Discussion Questions

1-2

Chunk 1
1-11
delicious

wrenching

vibration


The novel begins with Lily preparing to leave for Rockaway.  The school year is over and she is eager to get to the ocean resort town.  Lily is looking forward to missing her piano lessons, but her Poppy has made arrangements to have the piano shipped to Rockaway.
What do good readers do when they read?

What helps you to be a good reader?

How do authors help us to know characters in their writing?

How is Lily like us?



3-4

Chunk 2
12-28
separated

guilty

Germany

paratroopers

sloshing


Rockaway – 1944 – Lily is reunited with her friend, Margaret, in Rockaway.  Margaret informs Lily that she is moving with her family to Detroit until the war ends.  Margaret leaves Lily a key to her house so she can have a quiet place to write her next five books.  All the while Lily tells Margaret more lies about her family and their involvement in spying on the Nazis.  Later Lily discovers that a boy from Budapest, Albert, has moved in with the Orban family.  Lily can’t help but sneak over, in the rowboat, to eavesdrop on the Orban’s conversation.


How does our behavior impact on others?

Describe a time when you had and experience similar to Lily.

Describe Lily and Margaret’s friendship. How is Lily’s friendship with Albert different?

What is Gram’s role in the family?

5-8

Chunk 3
29-54
jetties

trestle

Nazis

anxious

foreign

suspicious

shoreline


Lily is excited because her Poppy was arriving in Rockaway.  She goes to meet him at the train station, via her rowboat.  She is stricken with anger when her Poppy informs her that he is leaving because the Army needs engineers.  Later, Lily makes various attempts to run into Albert.  She is suspicious that he is a Nazi spy.  Her imagination runs wild with different scenarios or spy games and war.  Next, Lily goes to the Orban’s for dinner with Gram.  She is worried because she thinks Albert is a spy.  Mrs. Orban suggests that Lily and Albert could be friends since Lily is missing Margaret.
Are Lily’s behaviors acceptable or appropriate?

Why is World War II called a “world war”?

What techniques has the author used to keep our attention so far?

Why does Lily continue to lie when she knows she is being dishonest?



9-11

Chunk 4
55-77
shimmering

cicadas

kerosene

trespassing

sputtering


Lily is discouraged when she seeks out the mailman looking for a letter from her father.  There is none there, but there is one from Margaret.  After meeting the mailman, Lily runs into Albert.  He was chasing a boy who threw a bag, with a kitten in it, into the water.  They decide to take the kitten to Margaret’s house.  Albert leaves and returns with some milk for the half-drowned kitten.  Later in Chapter 11, Lily runs into Albert at the beach.  He is swimming and gets into trouble.  Lily swims out to help.  They get to know each other even more as Lily begins to tell Albert the first of her many lies.
How does Albert gain a sense of family from Mr. and Mrs. Orban?

Why would someone throw a kitten into the ocean to drown?

Why is Albert swimming out into the rough surf alone?

12-14

Chunk 5
78-97
matron

marquee

barnacles

measles

coward


Lily and Albert sneak into a movie only to be caught by the matron.  The next day, Lily and Albert venture out on the rock Jetty.  Once out on the rocks, they discuss each other’s parents and Albert’s sister Ruth.  Albert calls Lily’s bluff about returning to Europe.  She tells him she can swim out to a ship and get there.  He pushes her to teach him to swim like her so he can do it too.
How are the events in this book like real life?

Lily continues the lie.  WHY?

Why does Lily resist teaching Albert to swim?

15-17

Chunk 6
98-118
convoy

invasion

plunked


Lily receives two letters.  One from her poppy explaining his return trip.  Lily is suspicious of some of content in the letter.  The other letter from Margaret informed Lily that Eddie, Margaret’s brother, was missing in action.  Lily and Gram go to church to pray.  Albert offers Lily money to send Eddie’s picture to Margaret.  Then Gram comes looking for Lily to practice her piano lessons.


Why is Lily suspicious of the letter Poppy sends?

Why can’t Lily send Margaret’s brother’s picture?

What can she do to solve this problem?

18-20

Chunk 7
120-140
goulash

ridiculous

Canada

irritable

whitecaps

swiftly
Discussion continues of Albert’s plan to reach Europe.  Lily feels guilty because she lied about how Albert could get there.  Albert is eager for Lily to teach him how to swim.  All Lily can think about is getting some money to mail the picture of Eddie to Margaret.  Then Albert gets the money from Mrs. Orban.  They mail the picture and he asks Lily to continue teaching him to swim.  She is sick inside about it, but she complies.  Later Lily gets a letter from Margaret telling her to thank her gram for sending a picture of Eddie.  Finally, Lily and Albert go swimming again and Albert swims.
Why would Poppy tell Lily to get the book “Promise” when there was no such book?

Why is Lily upset that Albert won’t give up on learning how to swim?

21-24

Chunk 8
141-161
quiver

boulevard

tremendous

huddled

veered
Lily tells Albert she has been lying and Albert reveals some secrets of his own.  (he was scared of the Nazis)  Albert leaves in a storm to get on a troop ship to get back to Europe.  Lily saves him from the stormy water.  They wind up back at Gram’s house all cold and wet.  Gram reveals a secret of her own.  Then Lily discovers the message that her father had been sending secretly in his letters.
Why does Albert still want to swim even after Lily tells him the truth?

What is the secret message Lily’s father has been sending her in his letters?



25-28

Chunk 9
162-180
anthem

convent
Lily and Albert hear news of the wars end.  The summer’s end is near as well.  Poppy arrives unannounced and Lily is thrilled.  He told her how he found Ruth, Albert’s sister.  Next, the time changes to the next summer.  Lily is sad and missing Albert.  She arrives in Rockaway and goes to dinner at the Orban’s house.  Lily gets a pleasant surprise.
What is Lily’s reaction when Poppy returns home?

Explain the surprise Lily gets when she goes to the Orban’s for dinner?
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