Journey to Topaz by Yoshiko Uchida

Text Chunking Summaries and Discussion Questions

Chapters
Pages
Summary
Discussion Questions

Prologue,1 and 2
To page18
The author explains that the United States committed an injustice by imprisoning the Japanese Americans after the bombing of Pearl Harbor. The authorities have taken Yuki’s father away and his family has no idea about his confinement.
Why does Uchida have a prologue to the novel?  

What does she want you to know before you read?  

What is the major conflict in this story?

How does Yuki’s mother behave toward the strangers that are in her home?

Who are these strangers?  How does Yuki view the strangers?

How does the FBI agent view the Sakane family and their problem?

What are the Sakane’s feelings?

Why have the police been ordered to take the father away? How does this affect the family?

       3
19 to 29
The Sakane’s wait for the father’s return.  Yuki experiences bigotry in school.  People fail to act upon the injustices that are occurring.  Yuki’s father returns but is taken away to a prison in Montana.
What would cause the boy in Yuki’s class at school to use a racial slur?  What were the reactions of the others in the classroom?  How are people reacting to the internment of their neighbors?  Are people doing anything about the internment?

What would you do if a person in your class used a racial slur to put a classmate down?

4 and 5
31 to 47
The Sakane’s are given a very short time to pack.  Racial slurs are shown as pervasive throughout our society.  The Sakane’s are “Evacuated” to the Bay Area in Northern California.
Explain the meaning of the Berkley Newspaper headline, “JAPS ordered to evacuate”.

Why does Yuki take offense to this?

6 and 7
49 to 65
The Sakane’s settle in a horse stall at an old racetrack.  Yuki and her family meet others and begin to form friendships
How did Yuki feel about living in a horse stall?

How would you feel if your family was moved from your home to another place?

How do people who have been hurt help each other?



8,9,and 10
67 to 91
Ken is given an opportunity to leave the camp and go to school, but he struggles internally with his sense of duty and loyalty.  The family is told to evacuate to Topaz, Utah.
How does the author use setting and characterization to keep our interest?

How are these elements important to the story and the conflicts within the story?

10
83 to 91
Yuki’s family and friends get ready to move again.  They get on the train for Topaz.
Why has the United States Government done this to its people?

How have individual characters reacted to the injustice?

What does “Ken’s closed mind” mean?

11 and 12
93 to 109
Yuki’s family sets up their home in the concentration camp at Topaz.  It is clear to the occupants that they are prisoners.  Yuki’s friend Emi becomes ill.  Yuki experiences a dust storm and Emi is diagnosed with Tuberculosis.
What causes fear?  Name some specific examples of events that caused fear in the story.

How are these fearful events the same, and how are they different?

13 and 14
111 to 122
Emi is in the hospital and Yuki is attending school.  Yuki’s brother Ken is working as a orderly at the hospital.  People are trying to cope.  A guard murders Emi’s Grandfather.
How has Ken changed in Yuki’s eyes?

At the end of Chapter 13, the author tells us that something horrible is going to happen. Why does the writer do this?

How does Yuki view her condition and what does she say to her friend Emi that tells us how badly Yuki feels about the internment?

When Ken talks about the internment, he uses sarcasm.  What does this mean and why would he speak this way?

How would you describe the “Tragedy” in Chapter 13?  Who was hurt by this tragedy?  Why did it happen?

15 and 16
123 to 137
Yuki tries to hold on to the goodness but she is very much afraid that it is slipping away.  She feels deep sadness.  Yuki’s Father returns to his family.  The United States Government offers the Japanese American citizens who have been interned the opportunity to form a special combat unit and Yuki’s brother Ken joins.
Why would the United States Government offer the people, whom they have targeted as a threat, a chance to fight in the war?

Would you help a government that did this to you?

Why did the Japanese Americans support the United States by joining the military?

17
139 to 149
The final chapter of this novel shows the Sakane family being torn from their friends, as they must leave the camp for their own safety.  Yet, it is still a new beginning in the eyes of Yuki who has striven to hold fast to that which is good in the world.
How does Yuki feel about leaving the internment camp?

What is she most concerned about?  How does she feel about the future?  What did the author do to help the reader know exactly how Yuki feels at the end of the novel?

