Language Arts Novel Unit

Novel Title:  Journey to Topaz
Author:  Yoshiko Uchida                   

Marking Period:

Unit Length:


Prerequisite(s):


Enduring Understanding(s):








      


                      
 










Curricular Connections:


Essential/Key Questions:




















Evidence of Learning:                   Instructional Resources:











Technology Indicator(s):


Designated Group


     Accelerated            On


         


   X   Above                    Below





Grade 4





10 Days





2





Students must be able to work in and with the following:


	*Student Writing Center Software


	*Inspiration Software


	*Student writing handbook (Writers’ Express)


	* Character Trait and Plot Event or Sequence graphic organizers


	* The Writing Process





We can explore the past to discover how people and events have shaped our lives and our culture.





Social Studies Unit on Japan


Guidance Units – No Put Downs & Second Step








What reading strategies are most helpful when reading historical fiction?


How do authors bring the past alive and teach us about history?


How can we use the writing process to inform others?






































Formative Assessments:  Students will generate completed graphic organizers that will show their understanding of character development and plot events.  They will routinely submit written answers to STANCE questions and complete a daily reading journal entry.





Summative Assessments:  The students will   individually write a news article from the perspective of a 1942 journalist.  This article will reflect their knowledge of the history surrounding the Internment of Americans in the United States at that time.  The articles will be amassed and published in a class-generated newspaper.  Through editorializing, the students will demonstrate their ability to empathize with the victims of injustice.





*Students will write a news article that will be published in a class generated mythic newspaper.  They will use Student Writing Center to process and produce the news article and the final newspaper.


* Students will use Inspiration software to generate graphic organizers to document and organize their writing that will reflect their comprehension.
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