Chunking for Journey Home

Chapter 1-2

Vocabulary:  barracks, sagebrush, famished, invalid, crepey, frantic, contraband, indignantly, samurai

Summary


Yuki is a young, Japanese girl who has recently been held in an internment camp during World War II.  She is dealing with many adjustments to her life outside the camp.  Yuki misses her friends who are still in the camp and is concerned about their well being.  She also is very worried about her older brother Ken who has gone to fight in the war.  

1.  What does Yuki’s dream tell you about the time she spent in the    

     internment camp?  

2. Describe a time in your life when you have been worried about someone 

or missed someone that is not with you.

3. On page 20, Yuki thinks that her grandparents would, “probably take one

look at her and sniff.”  Why does she feel this way?

Chapters 3-5

Vocabulary:  flabbergasted, battalion, bureau, creche, parsonage, genial, shrapnel, exclusion

Papa comes home from work one afternoon in an odd mood.  Yuki at first thinks it is because her dad met with the parole board about his intentions.  Then she finds an article in the newspaper that her dad had thrown away, with bad news that her brother’s troop had been sent to France and had been in a bloody battle.  The next day news comes from a messenger that Ken was injured in the battle and is in the hospital.  Yuki and her parents are glad that he is alive.  Yuki is hopeful that he will come home soon, especially since the army had revoked the exclusion order and that they were free to return to Berkley. 

1. How does Yuki feel now that she is out of the enemy camp?  Is her life 

better or worse?

2. Yuki broke her Mama’s vase.  Explain why it was so special and 

how Mama made her feel better about the accident.

3. How do you think the Sakane family feels when Papa tells the family that 

the army revoked the exclusion order against the Japanese on the West

Coast?

Chapters 6-7

The train trip to Berkley was a three day journey.  Although it was a more comfortable ride, Yuki had an encounter with a white lady’s hateful words toward Japanese.  Upon returning to Berkley, they were greeted by Rev. Wada and Mrs. Jameison.  Since the house they had been living in prior to the internment camp had been rented, her family had to reside in the  hostel at the church.  Yuki found that she was not as happy as she thought she would be.  Things had somehow changed.

Vocabulary:  nuisance, shabby, camellias, dormitory, calloused

1. What happens to Yuki when she went to the bathroom on the train?

How does Yuki react to the event?

2. What are some of the changes that Yuki encounters upon her return

to Berkley?  How does she feel about these changes?

Chapters 8-9


Things continue to change for Yuki.  Rev. Wada told Yuki she could have a room upstairs if she were willing to clean it.  This made Yuki very happy because this would be a room she hoped to share with Emi and her grandma when they returned.  As she was cleaning she began to form a friendship with Mr. Oka.  Word comes through a telegram that Emi, Grandma Kuirhara and Mr. Toda are coming home from Topaz.  Yuki is so excited about their arrival, however deeply saddened when she finds out Mr. Toda was not on the train.

Vocabulary:  disinfected, commotion, colossal, mortuary, shrouded

1. Mr. Oka only came down during lunch.  When Yuki asked, “Didn’t you like my friends?” he says, “They were all right for white folks, I guess.”

What do you think happened to Mr. Oka that would have given him these

feelings about white people?

2.  What made Yuki so excited at the end of chapter 8?

Chapter 10

Vocabulary: persimmon, vandalized, betrayed, injustices, zoris


Grandma Kurihara receives word that some vandals burned the temple where her belongings had been stored.  Yuki’s Papa realizes that everyone is having a hard time adjusting to their new lives in Berkley and says that they all need to help each other as much as possible.   Good news comes that Japan had surrendered and the war is over.  Mr. Oka doesn’t seem to share the excited and Yuki wonders why.  She discovers the root of his feelings about white people; his family died when Americans bombed Hiroshima.  The end of the war leads to more change to Yuki’s life.  Many people from the camps would now need to stay in the hostel.  Mr. Oka, Grandma Kurihara, and Papa decided that they would pull together and buy back Mr. Oka’s shop, which had an apartment available for them to live in for a while.  At last there looked like there would be some hope.

1. Yuki is very excited about the arrival of her friends.  She repeatedly asks 

her father the time of their train arrival.  Think about a time when you were looking forward to something that seemed like it would never come.

Explain how you felt before the exciting event.  How were you like Yuki?  Did you do anything differently?

2. How did Yuki react to the disappointing information she received upon

Emi’s arrival?  How did Emi help Yuki deal with her feelings?

3. Yuki finds out the war is over.  When she tells Uncle Oka he does not 

seem to share her excitement.  What does he tell Yuki that explains his feelings?

Chapters 11-12

Vocabulary:  rummaging, smoldering, billowed, debris


Everyone settles into the shop and the apartment upstairs, except Mr. Oka who decides to stay at the hostel.  Things seem to be going well until early one morning vandals set fire to the shop.  Luckily, everyone got out in time, but almost all of the products in the shop had been ruined.  They hold determination to not allow the prejudice force them out of the shop.  Neighbors of the group help them during this time.  Mr. Oka does not accept the help because they are white people.  Yuki and the others hope that soon he will see that not all white people are enemies.

1. Emi and Yuki see a man outside the shop.  He reacts coldly toward them 

when they tell him their families are taking over the shop.  Why do you think he reacts this way?

2. After the fire, the Olssens invite the Sakanes, Kuriharas, and Uncle Oka 

over for breakfast.  Uncle Oka does not go to their house.  When Yuki asks her dad he says, “He still has a lot of sorting out to do… I am afraid it’s inside his head.”  What does he mean in his statement?  

Chapters 13-15

Vocabulary:  therapy, insignia, quivering, amiably, incense, counterirritant


Yuki’s mind has been on her brother frequently.  She decided to write him a letter.  Before she could even mail it the phone rang and it was her brother saying that he was coming home.  This made Yuki so happy.  She thought that finally things would be back to normal.  Much to her surprise, her brother did not seem the same as he had before he left for war.  Not only had he had his leg hurt, but it seemed that he was much more quiet and removed from everything.  This worried Yuki and everyone else.  Grandma comes up with the idea that perhaps Mr. Oka can help Ken.

1. Ken was finally home from war.  In paragraph 2 on page 106, it reads 

that Ken had lost more than the use of his leg in the bitter fighting.  What

do you think they are referring to in this passage?

2. Yuki was looking forward to her brother’s arrival, but when it finally 

came, she felt disappointment.  What caused Yuki to feel this way?  What are some events in the story that prove she was disappointed?

3. What horrible news did Ken call with after he visited the Hirai’s 

house?  Why did this news affect Ken the way that it did?

Chapters 16-18

Vocabulary:  grenade, resentment, nurtured, bayonet, obligation


Ken and Mr. Oka had a conversation that allowed Ken to open up about his feelings about the war.  Unfortunately, Ken felt responsible for the death of one of his very best friends, Jim who was in the war with him.

It was amazing that the old man was able to relate to Ken with his inability to forgive.  Ken could not forgive himself, Mr. Oka could not forgive the white people.  The neighbors, the Olssens, invited everyone to their house for Thanksgiving dinner.  More connections were made when the Olssens related how their own son had died in the war and Mr. Oka softened a little as he contemplated forgiveness.  Yuki realizes at the end that even with all the change she finally considers herself home.

1. Mr. Oka and Ken find that they have a connection.  Why was Uncle Oka able to empathize with Kenichi?

2. The Olssens invited everyone to Thanksgiving dinner.  While they were

there, the Olssens shared information about their son.  How did the information soften Uncle Oka and allow him to think about forgiving?

3. What is so significant about the last sentence of the book, “She’d finally 

come home too.”?  Do you think the title of the novel was appropriate?

Why was it a journey home for Yuki?  Explain using details from the text.
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