TR3 think alongs
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The use of “think-alouds”/”think-alongs” is based on the following notions about poor readers:  (Roger Farr)

Poor readers often do not:

· Draw on background knowledge as they read

· Make predictions as they read

· Visualize the events of a text as they read

· Recognize confusion as they read

· Recognize a text’s structure/organization as they read

· Identify/recognize a purpose for reading

· Monitor their strategy use according to the purpose for reading the text

In other words, students do not necessarily think while they are reading.
Steps in teaching students to think-along as they read:

1. Model thinking aloud for your students with an appropriate text.  (Students should have a copy of the text in front of them.)  Ask students to keep a list of the different types of things you (the reader) do to help you better understand the text.

2. With a second text, tell students you will be stopping occasionally as you read them the text to ask, “What are you thinking about now?”  Students may need prompting to make clear the connection to the text in their explanation. If students are having trouble with this task, focus it on a single strategy- for example, imagery. After finishing the text, go back to your master list of strategies, discuss which ones the students used, and add to the list if new strategies arise.

3. Provide additional guided practice with appropriate texts.

4. With a new text, insert boxes into the text for students to write in.  Be sure to indicate stop points in the text for writing in the boxes.  Explain to students that they will be doing exactly what they had been doing out loud, but this time they will be writing their thoughts in the boxes. When students have completed this, read the text and have students share what they have thought at each stopping point.  Discuss what strategies are being used.  
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