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Text Chunking Summaries and Discussion Questions
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Discussion Questions

1


1 –4
We meet our narrator, Cliff Abernathy, and he tells us about himself and his family.
· Relate two advantages and disadvantages Cliff cites for being the oldest member of his family.

· How is he treated differently by his parents?  By his siblings?  

· What is his purpose in telling this narrative?

2


5-39
Cliff’s grandmother comes to visit  for Christmas, and Josh, Cliff’s youngest brother, falls ill.
· How does the family work together to deal with Josh’s illness?  Cite two examples.

· How do older people contribute to a family?  Describe an older person in your family, and how they play an important role in your life.
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40-52
We meet Teddy, a brother who is a real troublemaker!  Dad makes fig pudding.  
· How does the author reveal Teddy’s personality?  Cite examples from the text.

· How does Dad prepare his fig pudding?
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53-73
Cliff receives a special gift, which he does not want to share with his siblings.  He must face the consequences for his selfishness.
· How did Cliff feel when his father gave him the five dollars?  How did it effect his behavior for the rest of the day?

· What did Dad mean when he told Cliff, “You can’t expect people to go around fishing for your feelings”?
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74-90
Cliff’s sister Cyn finds a new best friend.  She goes through a stage where she wants to be away from her family.  She gets a pet kitten.
· How might it be difficult for Cyn to be the only sister in a family of five children?  How would you feel in her situation?

· How does Cyn’s behavior reflect her desire to branch out and define herself as an individual?
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91-98
Nate and Uncle Billy play practical jokes on Brad, the second youngest sibling.  Brad turns the tables and plays a trick on the family.
· What does it mean to be gullible?  What does it say about Brad that it is so easy for people to trick him? 

· Is it better to be trusting, like Brad, or more skeptical?
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99-108
Brad dies in an accident, and the family must come to terms with their grief.
· What does Uncle Billy mean by a “steaming bowl of sadness”? Why is it that everyone winds up eating the whole thing?

· How might people deal with their grief differently? 

· How are the “walking wounded” different on the inside than they are on the outside?
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8
109-123
The family decides to spend a quiet Christmas away from home.  Nate must deal with feelings of anger and come to terms with his brother’s death.  
· Why do you think Nate is so angry?  How is he like the “walking wounded”?  What begins to help him feel better?

· What special act does the family perform to remember Brad?  



9
124-136
Dad makes his fig pudding for a New Year’s party and Josh steps in it.  The family doesn’t tell anyone and they serve it anyway.  


· How does Dad make fig pudding differently this year?  Why do you think he makes this change?

· How does the “family secret” bring the members of the family together and make them laugh again?

· What helps Cliff begin to eat his bowl of sadness?
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