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Teacher Overview for Novel Unit 

FIG PUDDING

Please keep the following suppositions in mind when using these novel plans:

· In facilitating the literature circle, teachers should return regularly to the enduring understandings, particularly to the ideas that we can learn about life from our reading, and that events mold/change us into the people we become.  Examples of these understandings should be pointed out regularly as students progress through the novel.

· Teacher directed lessons should incorporate reciprocal teaching strategies for comprehension building.  See TM  3.

· Student should read the chapters independently (unless othewise noted) BEFORE meeting for the teacher directed lesson.  Other independent activities, on-going activities and technology components could be done after teacher directed lesson. As the directed lesson ends, teacher should help students set their purposes for the next day’s reading.

· This unit has been written for above average readers, hence, there is little attention to decoding/word attack strategies.  Apply as needed. 

· The key vocabulary strategy calls for students to create a self-generated list of words.  Each day a different student takes a turn in group to share the words they chose for that text selection.  TM 2 provides a structure for noting new words, and students can use a different page for each chapter.  Hot spots can also be used to highlight vocabulary.

· Much of the vocabulary is student generated.  Specific words or word study should be added by the teacher as needed.  There are many opportunities in the novel to discuss the richness of vocabulary and this can be done at the teacher’s discretion.

· The activities in this plan can easily be extended over a three week period.

· Discussion questions listed with the chapter summaries are also appropriate stance questions.  They can also be a springboard for journal entries.

· The daily journal response can be done individually, or as a dialogue journal with a teacher or peer.  There are no specific activities/questions for the journal.  It should reflect student reaction to the day’s reading, as well as any connections made by the student. (Text to text, text to self, or text to world).  Ideally, the journal should be done before the student meets in the group.

· Teacher should be prepared to discuss mature themes involved with death/grieving.

· For personal narratives see Write on Track pp. 82-85

