Stance and Discussion Questions

Chunk One Chapter 1- 3

How do you feel about the first day of school?  How are you like Tyler?

Describe what Tyler’s childhood may have been like? 

Explain what the author meant when she said Papa towered over Tyler like a big pine tree.

Predict what happened in Tyler’s family that was so upsetting to Papa.

Explain Tyler’s feelings when she found out her father was Amish.

Chunk Two Chapter 4 – 6

What did Papa mean when he said, “They day I married Sarah was for them the day I died.”

Why does Papa need more time before he can listen to Mama’s music?

Tyler snaps at Casey for making a mistake because she is keeping a secret that is upsetting her.  Have you had to keep a secret that made you angry or upset?

Give Chapter 4 a new title.

Why did Papa call the television modern nonsense?

Chunk Three Chapter 7 – 9

What are reasons people move to new places?

How did Tyler feel when she found out that other families hold secrets too?

Paraphrase this quote, “If the window is open an inch or a foot, the cold air still blows in.”  What is Papa really talking about (pg. 64)

How did Tyler’s image of a family change after her classmates discussed their families?

How did Mama’s books help Tyler?

Chunk Four Chapter 10 – 12

How does Papa compare the family to a dove tail joint?

Why did Papa lie to the Tyler’s about their own Granddaughter? 

What were Tyler’s feelings when she found out the truth about her Grandparents? (inference)

Predict what Tyler might do at the end of Chapter 12?

How would you try to contact your lost Grandparents?

Chunk 5 Chapter 13 - 14

Why is Tyler so interested in reading her mother’s notes?

Why does Tyler compare herself to an archaeologist?

Was Tyler embarrassed about lying to Papa?  Is this lying wrong?

Chunk 6 Chapter 15 - 17

Tyler convinced Casey that these letters would be their secret.  Will Papa find out?  How will he feel?

Why did supper seem so strange to Tyler after she read Mama’s notes?

Why did Tyler say that the end of the book was just the beginning of the story?

What was Ms. Custer ‘s reason for going to the vacant lot?

Discuss “So the Stoudts and Tylers hovered there, in the back of my mind, like shadows waiting to come to life.”

Chunk 7 Chapter 18 –20

What makes Ms. Custer a good teacher?

Discuss, “Jasmine didn’t have a choice.  She wore her heritage every day.”

How did Jasmine change the mood of the classroom?

Did Jakob and Sarah’s image of family change after they were married?

How did Mama’s notebooks help fill an empty place in Tyler?

What kind of person was Mama?

Chunk 8 Chapter 21 – 23

Discuss “As I read Mama’s notebooks, I soaked us the past like an old towel soaks up a spill.”

What was Levi’s real reason for coming to Ohio?

How do the Amish keep their way of life even when the rest of the world is changing all of the time?

Why was Tyler so upset when Papa said, “I guess I am not anything.”

How does Papa feel about Tyler’s letter?

Is Tyler ashamed of her Amish family?

Chunk 9 Chapter 24–25

Discuss Tyler’s feelings after reading Mama’s journal on page 152.

How did Tyler feel after she gave her report to the class?

Explain how Tyler’s feelings changed when she found out about Grandmother’s telegram.

Discuss “Good things spread themselves out and make you wait a long time.  Bad things clump together like they are ganging up.”  

What are the different point of view about Mama’s death and Tyler’s birth?

Illustrate “These letters of yours brought a thunderstorm, but after a storm, the air is fresh.  It blows clean again.”

Was Tyler’s family tree complete now?

