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Chapter Summaries

Prologue – The main character, Tyler Stoudt, is preparing for the first day of school.

Chapter 1 - Tyler finds herself in sixth grade with the strictest teacher in the whole school.  She also finds out that the most important assignment this year was going to be a family tree; a very difficult assignment due to the fact that her mom was killed in a car accident and the only family she knows is her Papa.

Chapter 2 – Tyler shares her first day with her papa.  After explaining the year-long family tree assignment, Papa becomes extremely upset.  He tells Tyler that her family tree had been “chop down and burnt.”

Chapter 3 – Tyler slowly questions Papa about his and Mama’s past.  She eventually finds out that Papa was Amish.  Her “simple” childhood begins to make sense.  Does that make her Amish too?

Chapter 4 – Papa decides to tell Tyler the story of her parents, Jokob Stoudt, a young Amish man, and Sarah Tyler, an American writer interested in the Amish way of life. He explains how the two met and fell in love, an idea forbidden by the Amish.  Tyler learns how Papa’s family “shunt” him. Papa shares the day he left his Amish family forever.

Chapter 5 – Tyler and her best friend, Casey Powell, spend time in the woods working on their science project on trees when Tyler breaks down.  She breaks the news of Papa being Amish and not having a family tree.

Chapter 6 – Casey and Tyler decide that she can either lie to Ms, Custer about the project or tell her the whole story and see what happens.  Papa surprises Tyler by getting out Mama’s old trunk, filled with the difficult past.

Chapter 7 – Tyler opens Mama’s trunk to find a door into her past. The music Mama liked, her quilts, and most importantly, the books that Mama wrote.  Tyler finds the books about papa’s family and begins to build her family tree using the real life characters in the book.  Her Mama was coming to life.

Chapter 8 – Tyler finds herself at school with no family tree and a very large family secret.  Through the classes discussions about their family, she finds that her family has much in common with others. Tyler is still not ready to share her past with the class.

Chapter 9 – Tyler tells Ms. Custer her family secret and to her surprise, she was very understanding about the whole situation.  Tyler anxiously read from Mama’s book, gaining more details from her past, and surprisingly, Papa was willing to help out.

Chapter 10 – Papa and Tyler share more about the Stoudt family for her family tree project.  Tyler begins to ask questions about Mama’s family when Papa’s secret comes out.  Because of their uneasy feelings toward each other, Papa told the Tyler Family that the unborn child Sarah was carrying died in the accident with her.  Tyler’s Grandparents did not know that Tyler even existed.

Chapter 11 –  Tyler and several classmates are given an assignment to work on from Ms. Custer.  They must work together as a group to organize the classes family histories on maps and charts.  Tyler begins to feel upset about the Grandparents that knew nothing of her existence.

Chapter 12 – Tyler breaks the news about her mother and the lie Papa told to protect his unborn child.  Ms. Custer is very sympathetic and Tyler starts to wonder what would happen if the Tyler Family found out about her now.

Chapter 13 – Tyler begins to figure out how to contact her Grandparents.  She sneaks into the attic to find some information and gets more that she expected.  Her interest changes from Grandparents to her own mother when she finds notes and papers on a book her mother had planned on writing when she died.  Tyler begins to feel her mother presence through her work.

Chapter 14 -  Tyler finds the names of her grandparents in a book written by her mother.  She decides to find out where they live and write them a letter.  With a little help from Casey, she makes a plan and keeps it from her Papa.

Chapter 15 – Tyler writes her letter to her Grandparents in Massachusetts and decides that is not enough.  If she is going to contact one side of her tree, she might as well contact the other side, Papa’s side in Lancaster.

Chapter 16 – Tyler continues to explore her past through the boxes of papers in the attic.  One box caught Tyler’s interest, the box that told a love story between Sarah Tyler and Jakob Stoudt.  She read the notes until the end, but it wasn’t an end for her, it was just the beginning.

Chapter 17 – Ms. Custer surprised the class with a short field trip to a vacant lot.  In groups, the class has to write down or draw the vegetation they find.  Lucky for Casey’s group, Tyler is an experienced gardener who is very familiar with weeds.

Chapter 18 – The class quickly finds out the purpose of the field trip.  They realized that the weeds growing in the vacant lot were very similar to the people coming to this country- strong, hardy, and stubborn.  A large “light bulb” went off in the classroom.  The focus of the class changed when an African-American student mentioned her history.  Tyler realized she was not the only different student in the classroom.

Chapter 19 – Tyler’s curiosity continues to lead her up to the attic.  This time for a personal diary of Mama’s life after meeting and living with the Stoudt family.  Tyler reads a first hand account of her parent’s love and marriage, including Jakob’s separation from the Amish way of life.

Chapter 20 – Tyler’s anger for her Grandparents increases when she reads the section of the diary that discusses her mother’s parents and their unwillingness to accept Jakob.  Her feelings change when she reads the day her parents found out that they would soon be having a baby.  Tyler feels love from her mother for the first time.

Chapter 21 – Tyler comes home from school to find a horse and buggy in the front yard.  Papa’s brother received the letter and came to Ohio.  He came to return Papa to Lancaster and have a long visit with his brother.

Chapter 22 – Tyler and her Amish Uncle take a walk in the wood to discuss the family situation.  Tyler gets a better understanding that the Stoudt family must obey the rules of the Amish.  “Sometimes you sacrifice for what you believe in, even if it hurts you for your whole life.”

Chapter 23 – Papa’s brother leaves still trying to convince him to return to the Amish way of life.  Papa tells his brother, “I’m not Amish, I’m not English. I guess I am not anything.”  This makes Tyler upset.  She wants him to know that she thinks he is something very special and yet she still struggles with coming to terms with her Amish heritage.

Chapter 24 – Tyler struggles to decide what to tell her class and teacher.  Should she tell everyone about her father’s past or was it too embarrassing.  After reading some of her mother’s journals, Tyler decides to be proud of her past and tell the class all about the Amish Culture.  After her report, she gets another surprise, her Grandmother from Massachusetts is coming to visit.  What will Papa say now?

Chapter 25 – As Tyler rides the bus home from school, a strange car sits in her driveway.  Margaret Tyler, her Grandmother, introduces herself and Tyler starts to panic.  What would Papa do?  What would Tyler do?  After an angry discussion and some heart-felt conversation, Papa and Grandmother realize that Tyler has done an incredible thing.  She has opened her family tree … it was alive again.

