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Discussion/Stance Questions
Chapter 1

· Discuss the challenges that Jason now faces? 

· Place yourself in Jason shoes, how would you have handled being cut from the team?

· Describe a personal challenge in your life?

Chapter 2

· If the players Mr. Henry were talking about were so important, how come Jason had never heard of them?

· Do you think that Mr. Henry will be a positive part of Jason’s life?

Chapter3

· Baseball cards are very important in Jason’s life. Tell about something that is important in your life. Be sure to tell why.

Chapter 4 and 5

· Have you ever had to prove that you were telling the truth?  How did you gather evidence to support your thinking?

· Give a character trait for Jason with an example to prove from the text. 

Chapter 6 and 7

· Reread page 61- to about half way down on page 64. Share your first reaction to meeting the character of Aaron. 

· After hearing about Aaron’s life back home, what could you do as a friend to help him during this difficult time?

· Do you think Jason should have told Aaron about his grandfather? Why do you think he told the secret?

Chapter 8 and 9

· What techniques has the author used to keep our attention so far?

· How has the author shown how Aaron’s actions and mood has changed? Be sure to give examples from the text.

· How has the author shown the character’s building friendship?

· Explain a time when you have been a good friend to someone. 

· Aaron says,”That my dad and mom and Louis aren’t ever goin’ to know. I wish there were some way I could tell them. What message do you think the author is trying to tell the reader?

· Describe your first impression of Kim compared to how the boys first perceive her.

Chapter 10,11 and 12

· Do you think it was right of Jason to tell about Mr. Henry? How do you think that Mr.Henry will feel upon hearing the news that his secret is out?

· The children try very hard to recruit player for the team and they end up with a feeling of disappointment. Explain a time in your life when you were excited for something to happen but ended up being disappointed.

Chapter 13 and 14

· Just like in today’s world, many famous people’s lives are exposed without their knowledge. Do you think it was right of the children not to warn Mr. Henry that Mr. Axelrod was going to expose his secret?

· Predict why you think Mr. Henry is so reluctant to be interviewed.

Chapter 15 and 16
· Why do you think the members of the Baer Machine came out to the park? How would you have felt if you were Jason and saw your old teammates coming toward you?

· React to the interview between Mr. Henry and Mr.Axelrod.  Imagine you are in the park listening; describe your mood and the mood of others around you. 

Chapter 17 and 18

· How has friendship helped Kim, Aaron and Jason? 

· What techniques is the author using to make the plot exciting?

· Kids think Kim’s father has a great job. Do you think Kim has the same feeling? What are some problems the character faces because of her dad’s job?

Chapter 19

· How has Aaron’s character changed? Is this a positive or a negative change?

· Jason’s feel that Aaron’s problem has been solved. In hearing the Henry’s conversation, why is he so concerned about Aaron?

· Imagine that you are in the Henry’ shoes. How would you have handled the situation of being Buck McHenry?

Chapter 20 and 21

· Predict what you think Kim and Jason will do after hearing the tragic news.

· At first, Mr.Axelrod was only interested in a story not anyone else’s feelings. How does the author show that Mr. Axelrod’s feelings have changed through out the book? 

Chapter 22 and 23

· How is the author keeping the plot exciting? 

· How are the events in this book like real life experiences? 

