




Chunks and Summaries
Chapter 1 AND 2


Jason has a love for the game of baseball and baseball cards. The team can only have 11 players and Jason ends up getting cut and is told he can join a new expansion team. After being cut, Jason returns the bases and runs into Mr. Henry, the custodian.  Mr. Henry begins telling Jason about famous players and teams of the past, but Jason has never heard of them.  Jason hurries off to the Grandstand to see what Mr. Henry is talking about.  

Chapter 3


With the news of the expansion team, Jason has found a sponsor in Mr. Davis the owner of the Grandstand, but a coach is still needed.  Jason finds out that there are baseball cards for the teams and players that Mr. Henry was talking about.

Chapter 4 and 5


Jason thought he knew so much about baseball, but all of a sudden he knows so little. After reading a baseball card for Buck McHenry , Jason is so excited because he thinks he has found a coach in the school custodian who is really this famous ball player.  Mr. Davis says Jason could have the card if this man is really him.  Jason sets off to begin his search.  Even after Jason finds out that this man is not the legend, he still wants him to coach his baseball team. Mrs. Henry thinks it is a good idea to coach, so their grandson Aaron can meet some new kids.

Chapter 6 and 7


Mr.Henry has agreed to coach the team, if his grandson decides play.  The problem is Aaron does not ever want to play baseball again.  Mr. Henry explains that Aaron has just moved here because his entire family has just died in a car crash while he was playing baseball.  After promising Mr. Henry he would not tell anyone about the card, he lets Aaron in on the secret. A smile is brought to the Henry’s face after Aaron begins to throw a baseball again. In amazement, Mr. Henry tells the boys he is the famous baseball player and begins telling stories of the past.

Chapter 8 and 9


After listening to more about the Negro Leagues, the boys are excited that Mr. Henry is going to coach the team, but they had to promise not to tell anyone who he was.  On their bikes, the boys were off to the Axelrod’s house. The boys tell Mr. Axelrod that they have found a coach in Aaron’s grandfather who was a famous ball player of the past. Oh NO!!!

Chapters 10,11 and 12


Aaron and Jason knew they were in trouble after Mr.Axelrod discovers he has found a story for the evening news about Mr.Henry. A friendship begins to form between Jason, Aaron and Kim.  After Jason’s parents track him down, the children are all off to his house.  After calling many kids, Jason, Kim and Aaron are left disappointed that they could not recruit a single player.  

Chapter 13 and 14


A true sense of friendship has formed when Aaron is able to open up about his family.  The kids are off to the park to advertise for more players.  Mr.Axelrod reaches the park and lets Mr. Henry know  the boys let the secret out of the bag.  Mr. Henry does not want to be interviewed and says there is not going to be a team.  All of a sudden, the Baer Machine team was heading towards the park.   

Chapter 15 and 16


All the kids gather around to find out about Mr. Henry.  Everyone agrees to play a three-inning practice game.  During the interview, the children were taken aback about life in the Negro Leagues.  Mr. Henry breaks the silence and announces “Let’s play ball.”

Chapter 17 and 18


The game continues and Aaron, Jason and Kim prove to be a good team.  Kim and Jason head over to Aaron’s house so the team can be together to watch Sportsline. 
Chapter 19 


Kim and Jason watch Aaron pitch into the night and then they were in for the shock of their life.  Jason and Kim overhear Mr. Henry admit that he was not Buck McHenry and he made every thing seem so real to the kids.  

Chapter 20 and 21


Starting to cry, Jason has to explain to his parents all about the mix up. Jason is in a panic when the newscast begins.  Jason is startled to hear Mr. Axelrod say that they thought they had discovered this famous baseball player.  Mr. Axelrod explains the mix up between the two players.

Chapter 22 and 23


The newscast ends with an appeal to any eleven-year-olds wanting to play baseball. The phone rings off the hook.  Jason is relieved to find out  the Henry family is pleased about the show and  Mr. Henry still wants to coach baseball. The season was a success and Jason’s search for a legend found him a great man and coach.

