TR2                     Autumn Journey - Vocabulary and Questions

Vocabulary Work – Introduce vocabulary prior to reading each section.  Encourage students to look for chunks they know, prefixes, suffixes, and root words.  Students may also note words they didn’t understand while reading in their response journals and share them with the group.

Chapter 1
Vocabulary:  silo, harnesses, snatches, clenched, reluctantly, halfheartedly

Why did the author choose this title?  

How do you know something is bothering Will?

Is the time of year and place important to the setting?  How do you know?

Chapter 2
Vocabulary:  glumly, envious, accelerator, embankment, quiver

Why do you think the author chose this title?

What does this chapter remind you of?

How is Will feeling?  Describe a time when you felt like Will.

Chapters 3-4
Vocabulary:  bumpkins, equinox, hemisphere, primal, implored, sentinal

How did Will's feelings about school change during these chapters?

Why did the author add the sections about Gray Feather?

Reread the last paragraph on p. 18 (last page of Will's story in Ch. 3).  Besides a young goose, what or who else could Will be thinking about?  Support your answer with text from the book.

Chapter 5
Vocabulary:  hassock, reparation, scow, decoy

What does Grampa mean when he uses the word "reparation"?  Why does he do for his reparation and why does he do it?

How does Will react to his family arguments?  What would you do if you were Will?

Chapters 6-7
Vocabulary:  stanchions, duck stamps, knapsack, parcelled, relinquished

How do Will's feelings change from the beginning to the end during these two chapters?  Support your answers with text from the book.

How does Grampa feel about hunting with Will?  Support your answers with text.

Chapters 8-9
Vocabulary:  ponderously, apprehensively, gingerly, abruptly, painstakingly, vaguely  (Focus on developing understanding of adverbs)

Why did the author choose these titles for these chapters?  What was her intent for the reader?

What was Will able to control?  What was out of his control?  What does this remind you of?

What strategies did you use to help you understand this section of the book?  

Chapters 10-12
Vocabulary:  recuperate, chrysanthemums, glistened, riveted

What personal connections can you make to Will’s character?  Have you ever felt like Will?

How is Will’s class acting like the flock of geese we read about today?

Chapters 13-14
Vocabulary:  paralleled, accumulated, accompanied

Why did the author choose these titles for these chapters?

What other characters in the book, besides the geese, are making Autumn Journeys?

Chapters 15-16
Vocabulary:  winced, obliged, sunken, impassive

Think about the optic wonder and where it has appeared in the book.  Why is it so important?  Is it a metaphor for something else?  

How does Will feel as he visits his grandfather?  Describe personal connections you can make with Will.

Chapter 17

Vocabulary:  sputtering, whetted, tentative, gradually

Why did Will decide to let the goose go?

How do you know that Josh is ready to be with his family?

