
Language Arts Novel Unit
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Grade 4





3 weeks
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Read aloud – I Can Hear the Sun by Patricia Pollaco, so students can make a text-to-text connection and at least one example of realistic fiction (to use when modeling elements of realistic fiction).


Familiarity with Hyperstudio or Power Point if planning on creating an electronic portfolio with students.


Familiarity with Inspiration to model webbing.





We can explore the world through the experiences and senses of others.





Readers use many strategies to help make meaning from text.








Science – Animal Adaptations – Vertebrates – Birds


Social Studies – Geography 





What are we able to control in our lives?


What are instincts and who has them?


What strategies are most helpful when reading realistic fiction?


How do authors make stories come alive?


What techniques can we use to make our writing interesting and clear to our readers?





� HYPERLINK http://www.readinglady.com ��www.readinglady.com�


Information for teachers about teaching text/self, text/text and text/world connections


� HYPERLINK http://www.grolier.com ��www.grolier.com�


Online encyclopedia (access at school and ask your lab tech for the password)


� HYPERLINK http://www.learner.org/jnorth/index.html ��www.learner.org/jnorth/index.html�


Journey North - A global study of migration and seasonal changes.  Students from all over send data to the site.   


























Formative Assessments:


Observations/Discussion


Response Journals


Stance Responses


Graphic Organizers


Summative Assessments:


Portfolio containing evidence of:


	Strategic reading


	Connections to the text


		Text/self


		Text/text


		Text/world


An understanding of the author's craft.


Portfolio may be digital or traditional.





Convey ideas using graphics/multimedia programs.


Gather information and conduct research using electronic resources.
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