Autumn Journey - Chapter Summaries

Chapter 1 – Escape 


Will’s family has had to move from Baltimore to his grandpa’s farm in Pennsylvania because his father lost his job and couldn’t find work there.  It is Will’s first day of school and he wishes he could fly away with the migrating geese.

Chapter 2 – The Optic Wonder

Will’s father has a minor accident while driving Will to school.  It is clear that his father’s unemployment has changed his family tremendously.

Chapter 3 – A Highway in the Sky


Will meets his class and his teacher.  The class is learning about autumn changes including bird migration, which interests Will.  He wonders what it would be like to be a young goose migrating for the first time.  


We meet Gray Feather, a young goose, who is preparing to migrate from northern Quebec.  

Chapter 4 – Baltimore

Will recalls how happy he was in Baltimore before his dad lost his job.  There is a lot of tension in the household now.  


Gray Feather is experiencing changes, too.  He has never flown this high or far before.

Chapter 5 – Hercules

Grandpa and Will search for constellations in the sky and discuss  geese migration.  Will’s father is going on a hunting trip in Maryland and Grandpa wants Will to go with his dad.  There is an argument between the father and Grandpa about the hunting trip.


Gray Feather becomes separated from the rest of the flock.

Chapter 6 – A Dirty Trick


Grandpa wakes Will up to take him hunting at the pond on their farm.  He wants to teach Will how to hunt, so Josh will take Will on the hunting trip.


Gray Feather’s flock moves on without him.

Chapter 7 – A Bluebird Day


Will attempts to shoot his first goose.  At the same time Grandpa has a heart attack.


Gray Feather is alone and injured from a hailstorm.  He finds signs of a flock, but it has left.  He takes off by himself.

Chapter 8 – The Killing Part


Will blames himself for his grandpa’s heart attack.  He returns to get the hunting equipment and sees a lone goose land on the water.  He decides to shoot it.  Regretting his actions, he picks up the goose and carries it back to the barn.

Chapter 9 – Remorse


Will finds out his grandpa had a heart attack and that he will live.  His dad is offered a job on a moving van traveling to the West Coast.  Will decides to tell his mom about the goose and she calls a vet for advice.

Chapter 10 – Point of View


Will’s worries consume his thoughts.   He thinks only about his grandpa, the goose, and his dad.  He hasn’t had time to read more than the back cover of his book for homework.  When his teacher gives an assignment, he makes a connection between the main character and the goose.

Chapter 11 – The Goose Project


The teacher asks Will to read his paper to the class.  Will tells the class that the goose is real and they decide they will help him care for the goose.

Chapter 12 – The Promise


Josh, Will’s father, learns about the goose and praises Will for having the courage to help it survive.  Josh accepted the moving van job and prepares to leave.  Miriam, the mother, is upset and overwhelmed.  Josh promises to fix Will’s go-cart when he gets back, but Will has heard that before.

Chapter 13 – Autumn Journey


The class shares the information they learned about Canada Geese with Will.  Some of the kids have brought grasses and grains for Will to feed the goose.  One girl brings a painting of geese migrating, titled Autumn Journey, so the goose won’t feel lonely. 

Chapter 14 – A Fine Line


Josh calls the family and tells him where he is.  Will’s mom gets a map so Will can keep track of his dad’s journey.  His mother explains how she is feeling.  The goose starts to get better and Will names him Honkalot.

Chapter 15 – November Sun

Will becomes friends with one of his classmates, Larry.  He lets his new friend see the goose.  Josh has been gone a long time, he’s lost the moving job and he wasn’t paid for it.  Honkalot is able to get around now.

Chapter 16 – A Room with a View


Will visits his grandpa in the nursing home.  It is the first time he has seen him since the heart attack.  He finds out that his mother hasn’t heard from the dad in a long time.  Grandpa says that they have to let him find his way and Will realizes that that also applies to Honkalot.

Chapter 17 – Letting Go


Will’s father returns.  He has decided that they will farm the land.  Grandpa dies and Will lets Honkalot go.  Josh keeps his promise.


Gray Feather starts his journey south along the Susquehanna River.

