Abel’s Island TR1


Summary and Chunking of Abel’s Island

Chapters 1,2 (pages 3-13)

The story is about Abel and Amanda (mice) who are going on a picnic when a rainstorm occurs.  They head to a cave from protection from the storm.  When all of a sudden, Amanda’s scarf blows away.   Abel leaves the cave to retrieve Amanda’s scarf.    Abel clings to a board with a nail and uses it for a boat.   He eventually stops drifting in a river.

Chapters 3, 4, 5 (pages 13-33)

Abel has landed safely on an island.  Throughout this chapter and book Abel refers to Amanda being amazed at what he accomplishes.  Abel surveys the island by climbing a tree to see how he can get back to Amanda. Next, he attempts to cross the river.  Then, he adds a rudder to his boat which hits a rock.  Again, he attempts to build a sailboat with his jacket. Then, he attempts to build a catamaran, and row it. Abel comes up with many other attempts that he knows will not work.

Chapters 6,7,8 (pages 34-48)

Abel is a civilized mouse.  He knows he will be on the island until he is rescued.  He has to find food and a place to live.  He now attempts to make a rope to pull him across the river.  When that fails he decided to use rocks as stepping stones.  A few months later Abel attempts to catapult himself across the island and then build a fire.  Next, Abel makes a clay pot.  He sends the pot down the river with a note attached to it.  Abel continues throughout the book to climb a tree and wave his shirt. 

Chapters 9,10 (pages 50-64)

Abel decides to visit Amanda in his dreams.  He thinks he can fly home to her. Abel keeps himself busy by making statues out of clay.   In November Abel decides to explore the island.  Remember he has been here since August.  On his exploration Abel finds a watch and a book.  He decides to read a chapter a day.  His next attempt to get off the island is to leave signs pointing to where he is living.  Abel meets for the first time an owl that wants to get him.  

Chapters 11,12 (pages 64-74)

Winter is coming and Abel is wondering if he is prepared for winter. Abel encounters the owl for a battle.

Chapters 13,14 (pages 74-88)

Abel has spent the winter inside the log.  Finally, he can come out to continue his daily routine. Abel finds a friend, Gower.  They both share how they ended up on the island.

 Chapters 15,16,17 (pages 89-103)

Gower is getting ready to leave the island.  Abel has given him a list of things he needs to do, but Gower has trouble remembering things. In chapter 16 Gower leaves the island.   Since Abel is alone again he increases the amount of clay sculptures he is making.  Abel continues his attempts to get off the island. If the river continues to dry up then Abel will be able to swim across the water. After a year on the island, Abel is finally attempting to leave the island. 

Chapters 18,19,20 (pages 104-119)

“Abel flung himself forward and started swimming.”  For the first time, Abel took a look at the island from a different perspective.  He was concerned that Amanda got on with her life and did not wait for Abel.  Safely on land, Abel encounters a cat that tries to eat Abel the mouse.  Abel survives living on the island for a year, he survives the owl’s attempts to kill him , and survives the cat attack.   Abel recognizes Amanda in the park, but he does not approach her.  Once he gets into his house, he showers, changes clothing, and leaves Amanda’s scarf on the table.  Amanda is thrilled to see Abel.  The  last two pages are pictures of Abel and Amanda’s reunion. 

