A Time for Andrew – Mary Downing Hahn


Chunking and Summary

A Time for Andrew is divided into 24 chapters.  I have chosen to chunk this into 5 parts for ease in understanding and planning.

Chunk One: Chapters 1-4

Drew(the main character) is going to spend the summer with his Aunt Blythe while his parents go on an archeological expedition in France.  He is afraid of the big old house and has thoughts that it might be haunted.  Drew and Aunt Blythe explore the attic finding pictures of past relatives.  Drew happens across a picture of a boy who looks just like him.  In addition, he finds a pouch of marbles from the boy with a warning message dated 7 June 1910 stating “If you take them you will be sorry.”

Questions:
What does Drew’s father mean when he tells Drew that the house is his ancestral home?

Drew overhears his parents and aunt talking when he enters the house.  What does he hear them saying and how does it make him feel?  Why do you think he feels this way?

On the bottom of page 15 the author builds suspense.  Describe that the author did to make us feel suspenseful, include key phrases she used.

When Drew awoke from sleep and was scared he called for the dog Binky to come to sleep with him.  When you wake up frightened what do you do to make yourself feel better? (Tell at least three)

While looking though old photographs Drew discovers a photo that gives him goosebumps.  Why does the picture spook Drew?  What does he learn about the person in the photo?

Aunt Blythe and Drew disagree about what to do with the treasure.  Explain what each person wants to do and why.  What would you do and why?

Does Aunt Blythe have any children of her own?  What makes you think as you do?

Vocabulary: (1) mock surrender, neglected, cantankerous, codger, daypack, glimpsed, (2) unaware, namesake, reminisced, scenarios, quavered, reluctantly, presence, (3) artifacts, imagination, roped, scurried, eddied, ancestors, superstitious, fluttered, transparent, (4) whimpered, ashamed, rummaging, assurance, fierce, mustn’t

Chunk Two: Chapters 5-8

Out of the attic Drew meets Andrew (the boy from the picture).  Andrew is dying from diphtheria and is confused as to why Drew is in his bed.  The boys talk and try to sort out what is happening between them.  They agreed to switch places in time so that Andrew would have a chance to be healed in the present day.  Drew has traveled back in time to 1910 and must now pretend to be Andrew recovering from diphtheria.  Luckily the family believes that he has lost most of his memory due to the high fever and he manages to fool Andrew’s family.

Questions:
Write a brief paragraph that summarizes Drew’s meeting with Andrew.  Include at least five major details.

On page 39 Drew and Andrew discuss what brought them together.  Explain what the two boys think happened.

What plan do they come up with to save Andrew’s life?  Do you think Drew should go along with the plan?  Why or why not?

When Drew “awakes” how has the house changed?  Give at least three examples.

How believable is the switch Drew and Andrew make?  Why do you think it happened to them?

What is the significance of Mama fixing roast chicken?  Explain its importance to the story.

How does Buster react to Drew and why do you think he behaved this way?

Drew is trying to figure out how Edward is related to him.  Make a prediction about who Edward is and explain your reasoning.

Vocabulary: (5) banister, insubstantial, hyperspeed, responsibility, tottered, realized, collapse, diphtheria, unconvinced, (6) scarcely, deliberately, fantastic, substance, (7) appliances, beige, bureau, obviously, intelligible, billowed, possibilities, escaping, (8) cowered, lingered, examined, solemnly, mollycoddle, tonic, convalescent, exasperated, disappointing, good riddance, monotonous

Chunk Three: Chapters 9-13

Drew continues living as Andrew back in 1910 trying to adapt to life with the Tyler’s.  He almost gives himself away several times to Hannah and Theo (Andrew’s siblings) with his knowledge of the future.  One night he tries to convince Andrew to switch back, but Andrew makes a deal with him that they will switch back with Drew can beat him at a game of marbles.  Drew is getting close to Hannah and Drew and is enjoying having a brother and sister; he even gets Hannah to teach him to play marbles.

Questions:
How does father feel about Edward and Edward’s father Ned?  What is the reason for the disagreement between father and Ned?

Drew has made several “time” mistakes so far, name three mistakes he has made and explain how he and others dealt with the mistakes.

Andrew wants to stay in Drew’s time.  Why does he feel this way and what is Drew’s response?

What is the agreement/bargain Andrew makes with Drew?  Do you think this is a fair agreement?  Explain.

On page 73, Hannah says “Goodness, don’t look so glum it’s not a matter of life and death,” explain why this statement is ironic.

On page 81, why is Theo so upset with Andrew?  So you think Theo has a right to be angry?

How would the book be different if written from Theo’s perspective?  From Hannah’s?

Vocabulary: (9) grace, uncharitable, tolerate, prosecution, embezzling, fierce, mosquitoes, asphyxiated, spectacular, forgetfulness, raved, tyrant, (10) modern, faintly, contrite, champion, (11) cemeteries, mourning, embarrassed, surveyed, clumsily, permanently, ignorance, commotion, (12) estimated, phosphate, stammered, outrageous, metronome, unladylike, suffragettes (suffrage), absentmindedness, (13) reputation, archeologist, civilizations, dappling, locusts, admitted, fervently 

Chunk Four: Chapters 14-18
Drew and Theo run into Edward, their cousin on the way to the store.  Edward pushes Drew around and challenges him to do “something” that he had promised to do earlier(when he was Andrew).  Drew worries and wonders what it is until he finally finds out from Andrew.  Drew learns self defense from Hannah’s boyfriend and gains some confidence in himself.  When he faces his fears and finally meets Edward on the trestle ready to jump off, he is even more surprised by what happens to Edward.

Questions:
Describe what happened at the grocery store with Edward. (Be sure to retell the entire story)

What do Theo and Drew get in trouble for and what is their punishment?  Why is Theo upset with Drew after he receives the punishment?

What does Drew have to do at the trestle to settle the dare with Edward?  How does Drew feel about this and why?  What would you do if faced with the same situation?

What does Drew propose to Andrew to get out of jumping off the trestle?  What is Andrew’s response and why does he give this answer?

How well does the author develop the character of Edward?  Do you feel you know him or at least the type?

Drew is worried that the switch may become permanent, because both boys are changing.  Name three examples that are evidence of change taking place, signs that the boys may forget their own time and life.

How can you best show your feelings for someone?

Vocabulary: (14) ladle, threateningly, sentinels, exasperation, sneered, enormous, deliberately, gouged, (15) obedient, demented, monstrosity, explanation, tolerate, trestle, (16) rampaging, self-defense, assistance, admiration, perdition, sarcasm, (17) conceited, jackanapes, musing, lunatic, subtlety, gentleman, (18) merging, embankment, intestinal fortitude, plummeted, emerged

Chunk Five: Chapters 19-24
Drew jumps in and saves Edward from the rushing water of the river.  Edward makes up a story and ends up getting Theo and Drew in trouble with their father.  Drew beats Andrew at marbles and finally gets the chance to go home, but he finds it hard to let go of his new family. As the summer comes to an end, Drew meets Andrew and Hannah in the present and they reminisce about the past.

Questions:

How does Edward react to Drew saving him?  How does Drew handle the situation?  What would you have done and why?

What are some reasons Papa gives for punishing Drew and Theo?  How is the whipping different from the first?

How does Drew feel about finally beating Andrew?  What regrets does he have?  Support your answer with details from the text.

What do the boys realize will be difficult to explain once they switch back?  How do they plan to explain it?  What would you say to explain it?

What new information does Drew learn from his visit with Hannah and Andrew? (Give at least three examples)  Why does Aunt Blythe feel that she knows Andrew?

How well do you feel the author brought the book to a close?  What, if anything, would you change about the ending?

What was the most important lesson Drew learned throughout his entire experience?

Vocabulary: (19) floundered, exhausted, ingratitude, apologize, reverently, wager, shimmered, proscription, summarize, coddled, (21) ails, superstitious, mendacity, longingly, desperate, cicadas, (22) possessions, abandoned, slyly, vulnerable, plunged, hymns, (23) stodgiest, politics, borrow, reckon, levered, conversation, (24) reluctant, apologetically
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