Library Media Correlations With Open Court Reading   

     Extensive opportunities exist for library media specialists to support the elementary reading and language arts curriculum, to teach library media skills, and to collaborate with classroom teachers within the framework of the Open Court Reading program. Open Court Reading provides both literature and investigative learning components that align with the library media outcomes.  Literature is the cornerstone of the library media program, and school library media literature indicators both reinforce and enrich the Open Court Reading literature component. Furthermore, library media support is essential to the success of the Open Court Reading inquiry process. Information problem-solving models, such as the Super 3 and Big Six, will enable students to create culminating activity research–based products.

     The following document serves as a guide and illustrates the many connections between the two curricula. For each lesson, Open Court Reading skills and topics are matched to specific library media outcomes from the Library Media K-5 Curriculum.  The left column lists the classroom reading selection and its genre. The center column lists specific literary, writing, research, and presentation skills that correlate with the Library Media K-5 Curriculum. The library media program outcomes, indicators, and student outcomes are listed in the right column.  Activities to support research and investigation are found in Grades 2-5 of the Open Court Inquiry Journals. Specific pages of the Open Court Inquiry Journal that strongly support library media outcomes are indicated in bold in the center column. Several Open Court Reading units are not included in this document. They are taught in the summer school program.  It is our hope that this document serves as a valuable tool for you to open a conversation with your classroom teachers to make connections between the Library Media K-5 Curriculum and Open Court Reading. 
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