ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Division of Human Resources
WHAT YOU MUST DO TO KEEP YOUR MARYLAND CERTIFICATE VALID
This information is valid for certificates with an issue date of January 1, 2003 and thereafter.

If you hold a 5-year Standard Professional Certificate I (SPC I) issued January 1, 2003 or thereafter, you will need the following for renewal:

· *6 semester hours of college or MSDE approved in-service credit

· Verification of 3 years satisfactory professional school related experience

If you hold a 5-year Standard Professional Certificate II (SPC II) issued January 1, 2003 or thereafter, you will need the following no later than the expiration date of your certificate:

· Verification of 3 years of satisfactory school experience

· *A master’s degree relevant to public education or

· *A master’s equivalent - (36 post-baccalaureate semester hours relevant to public education; 21 must be graduate credits and the

additional 15 may be graduate credits, undergraduate credits, or MSDE approved in-service credits) or

· *National Board Certification and twelve 12 semester hours of graduate credit beyond a bachelor’s degree

· A Professional Development Plan for the Advanced Professional Certificate

If you hold a 5-year Advanced Professional Certificate (APC) issued January 1, 2003 or thereafter, you will need the following for renewal:

· *6 semester hours of college or in-service credit or 6 equivalent credits for Professional Growth Activities or any combination thereof (see AACPS approved Advanced Professional Certificate Renewal Form)

· Verification of 3 years of satisfactory school experience

· A Professional Development Plan for the subsequent APC

*NEW READING REQUIREMENTS

Teachers holding certificates issued January 1, 1999 or thereafter and seeking renewal or reinstatement of early childhood education, elementary education or special education (birth-grade 3 and grades 1-8) certificates are required to have 12 semester hours in reading.  If more than 6 semester hours of reading course work are needed, the teacher must submit 6 semester hours within the first renewal period and the remaining semester hours during the second renewal period.  Teachers needing 6 semester hours of reading or less will have one renewal period to submit the course work.  Elementary and early childhood education teachers who submit a qualifying score for the Praxis II “Reading Across the Curriculum:  Elementary” have satisfied the reading requirement and are exempt from reading course work.  However, the test does not satisfy the 6 semester hours needed to renew or reinstate the certificate.

OR

Teachers holding certificates issued January 1, 1999 or thereafter and seeking renewal or reinstatement of secondary education, special education (grades 6-12 and N-12/K-12) certificates are required to have 6 semester hours in reading and have one renewal period to submit the course work.

The reading requirement must be satisfied prior to the issuance of any future certificate.

Courses carrying D grades are not accepted.

Questions regarding certification should be directed to Penny Post, Personnel Specialist at (410) 222-5077 or ppost@aacps.org. 
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